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A Message from Fr. Matt ...
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
If you have been with me for a while, you have probably heard me talk about 
my sister’s dog, Gus. Gus is a good boy. He is a happy dog and always excited to see you. 
When I walk in their house his tail wags like crazy and he runs to grab a ball or a toy 
to play with. Gus just makes you feel good.

A couple of years ago, Gus came and stayed 
with me for a weekend at the house at 
St. John in Fenelton. It was hard for him, 
I think, because I kept coming and going. 
But we also had a really good time together, 
especially in the early morning. You see, Gus 
is a suburban dog. He can go outside in the 
yard by himself, but it’s not a huge yard, not 
like the yards or fields around here. If he goes 
further than the yard, he is on a leash. In the 
early mornings when Gus was visiting, 
we would go outside at St. John’s. There are 
big open spaces and so I walked out with Gus 
on his leash, and then I unhooked him. He 
stayed right with me. I said “Gus, go! Run!” 
and he looked at me, questioning. 
He took some steps, looked back and smiled, 
like you know dogs do, and he took off! 
He ran up and down the yard, looking me in 
the eyes when he passed, as if to say 

     “Can you believe it?!” It was pretty awesome 
                                                            to see the joy and the freedom.

That moment popped into my head this week. Two of my sisters sent me a reflection that 
talked about how great it is going to be when we can shake hands and hug again. When we will 
be able to be with friends and neighbors and not worry about six feet. When we can visit our 
loved ones in the nursing homes. When there are games to play in and we cheer in a big crowd. 
It is going to be great! At first we might be hesitant, but eventually we will feel the joy and 
freedom. We will feel like Gus in the early mornings at St. John and it will be magnificent!
But not yet. Not now. Now we can feel no freedom. Now we have this major hurdle to love and 
connection. Not yet, right? Not now.
There is a moment in the Gospel this week where Jesus faces a hurdle that would seem 
insurmountable. Even two of Jesus’ closest friends, Martha and Mary, who believe in Him and 
understand Him better than almost anybody, see this hurdle as too much. Death. They say, 
“Lord, if you had been here...” They don’t doubt Him. It’s just that now, it is too late. 
They believe Jesus could have, but not now. And Jesus weeps.
People will tell you all kinds of reasons why Jesus weeps here but really the answer can only 
be that He weeps because people He loves are hurting. In the face of death, in the face of 
pain and loss, Jesus shows up with LOVE! That’s sweet, right? He’s a good friend, huh? But, 
hey, what can you do? Nothing now, right? But Jesus’ love is more powerful than they think. 
Jesus’ love isn’t limited by time or circumstance. And what does Jesus’ love do?
“Untie him and let him go.” Jesus’ love raises Lazarus from the dead and sets him free!
The love of Jesus will always bring freedom. But that’s just for that story, right? Not our story? 
Not these days? Surely not now? Pope Francis wrote a beautiful reflection about the love of 
Jesus setting us free. He talked about examining our lives and looking for those things in our 
hearts, sins, addictions, grudges, shames, disappointments, hurts, and fears, things that don’t 
bring us any life. And if we are honest, they only bring us the opposite. Guess what? Jesus can 
set you free, too. He can untie you and let you go! But this only works if you step out in faith 
and let Jesus know these dead things in you. Would you do that? Would you share those things 
with Jesus? Man, I hope so. Because Jesus wants to love you. Jesus wants to untie you and 
let you go. He wants you to be free. Go! Run! Be free like good old Gus the dog!
It is going to be so awesome when it is safe enough for us to be together again! A handshake, 
a hug, watching a game in the stands. It is going to be great to experience that joy and 
freedom again. Until then, don’t go thinking that the freedom train is parked at the station. 
Freedom and joy can be ours, not just then but now. Allow Jesus into the places that are dark in 
our lives, places with no life. Jesus can untie these. Jesus’ love can set you free. Set you free now.
Go! Let Him do it! Run! Be Free!
Peace and Love,
Fr. Matt

A REMINDER ABOUT 
SCHEDULE CHANGES

• As of March 16, all weekday 
& Sunday Masses are 
canceled in the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh until further 
notice.   

• Bishop Zubik has dispensed 
of the obligation to abstain 
from eating meat on Lenten 
Fridays, except for Good 
Friday.

• Call any Parish office with 
questions about Funerals, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
Anointing, Mass Intentions

• St. Wendelin School is closed 
until further notice.

• All Grouping Faith Formation 
(CCD) classes and events 
are cancelled until further 
notice.

Additionally, these Grouping 
events are canceled until 
further notice:

• Regularly scheduled 
Confessions - see temporary 
times and locations listed to 
the right

• Exposition, Adoration at MD
• Choir Practices
• ALL Stations of the Cross
• RCIA Sessions
• Legion of Mary at MD
• Faith Alive at SWP
• Knights of Columbus events
• SJ Christian Mothers events
• J.A.M. - Jesus And Me
• Sharing Christ
• Youth Group events 
• Senior Fellowship at SWP
• Chicora Medical Center Mass
• Book Club
• SW School PTG events 
• Bible Study
• Bar Talk at the Dew Drop Inn

We will do our best to
communicate schedule 
changes to you in the most 
expeditious way. Please 
check the Grouping website 
regularly: https://www.
stwendelinbutler.com/. 
You can also call any Parish 
office. Phone messages are 
checked daily.
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STAY CONNECTED ONLINE
https://www.stwendelinbutler.com/ 
This SWP website lists information for all three Parishes, and will have the most recent 
bulletin. You can access Fr. Matt celebrating Sunday Mass and see Fr. Lou’s 
informative YouTube postings. It will tell you about what is unique to our Grouping and  
has helpful links as well.
https://diopitt.org/ 
This is Diocese of Pittsburgh website. It links for live stream daily Masses, 
as well as news releases from Bishop Zubik and spiritual resources.
https://formed.org/
FORMED is the Catholic faith on demand! This international website has the most 
comprehensive library of viewings available, including a Lenten series, reflections, 
Movie Night Series and children’s stories. It’s ultra easy to set up an account - and free.
https://www.loyolapress.com/
This is the website for the textbook company for SWP CCD program. Access code is 
COL-2016. Lessons for each grade are available. Great enrichment! 

THINGS THAT 
HAVEN’T CHANGED
MD & SW CHURCHES 

ARE OPEN 
Stop in during the day for 
quiet prayer, and votive 
candles are available.

WE CAN HELP
If you or someone you 
know needs help with 

errand running, medication 
pick up, or shopping, 
call any Parish Office.
SJP EASTER CANDY 

SJ Christian Mothers’ Sarris 
Easter Candy fundraiser 
is STILL ON! Forms due 
TODAY, Sunday, March 

29: get them to SJ Rectory 
office. Candy available for 
pick up before Easter: TBA 
and with social distancing 

guidelines.
K OF C: CANS FOR LENT

Nonperishables can be 
placed in the big brown 

bins in the SWP vestibule. 
PRAYER LISTS 

Inform offices of updates, 
just as usual.

Grouping Information ...

MATER DOLOROSA

Offertory at Mass .................................... $695.00
Offertory Online ...................................... $395.00
Total Offertory ....................................$1,090.00
Weekly Goal ......................................... $5,139.00
Fiscal Year Goal ................................. $272,000.00
Total Toward Fiscal Year Goal ........... $160,382.78
Project Fund .............................................. $25.00
Project Fund OnlIne ................................... $25.00
Adopt A Child............................................... $5.00
Parish Share .......................................... $4,220.00
Parish Online ............................................. $00.00
Total Parish Share  ..............................$4,220.00
2020 Parish Share Goal ....................... $47,710.00
Total Received 2020/21 ........................ $5,370.00

Offertory at Mass ................................$00.00
Weekly Goal ..................................... $1,000.00
Fiscal Year Goal .............................. $50,000.00
Total Toward Fiscal Year Goal .......... $29,275.50
Parish Share: Monthly Envelope on Appeal ..... $475.00
2020 Parish Share Goal ..................... $6,289.00
Total Received 2020/21 .................... $2,165.00

ST. JOSEPH PARISH

Offertory at Mass ..............................$675.00
Weekly Goal ..................................... $2,500.00
Fiscal Year Goal ............................ $150,000.00
House .................................................... $20.00
Total Toward Fiscal Year Goal .......... $93,608.50
Parish Share: Monthly Envelope on Appeal ... $2,845.00
2020 Parish Share Goal ................... $20,985.00
Total Received 2020/21 .................... $3,480.00

March 21 & 22
ST. WENDELIN PARISH

Thank you for your generosity to Parish Ministries!

 WHAT SHOULD I DO WITH OFFERTORY AND PARISH SHARE?
You can mail Weekly and Special Offertory and Parish Share to your Parish: 

St. Joseph - 864 Chicora Road, Chicora, PA 16025
Mater Dolorosa - PO Box 243, Chicora, PA 16025 

St. Wendelin - 210 St. Wendelin Rd., Butler, PA 16002
OR - ALL Parishioners (not just SW) can leave envelopes in the SW Rectory drop slot (door facing the church) 

OR - SW only - this is a great time to sign up for online offertory at: https://www.osvonlinegivin.com/4149

CONFESSIONS, until further notice
are drive thru at 

the following times & locations: 
Wednesday: 

    Noon - Mater Dolorosa Rectory Garage 
    6:00pm - St. Wendelin Pavilion

Saturday: 
    11:00am - Mater Dolorosa Rectory Garage 
    11:00am - St. Wendelin Pavilion  
You can either exit your vehicle or stay in it, 
but please do not cross directional cones or 
lines.  If more than one person is in a vehicle, 
confessions can still be heard separately.
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Catholic Identity Program
This program highlights a variety of virtues and values 

through short lessons, prayers, Scripture references, and more.     

 

This week’s St. Wendelin School 
Student of the Week is: 

DEREK RICCIARDELLA
Derek has attended 
St. Wendelin since 

Kindergarten and he is 
currently in Third Grade. 
At school, Derek enjoys 
Art Class because he can 
let his creativity soar.  
He also participates 
in the Outdoor Club. 
Outside of school, 
he enjoys riding his 

Polaris 150 and watching 
his favorite show, 

SpongeBob SquarePants! 
Derek enjoys spending 
time with his family. 
When he grows up,

Derek wants to become 
a Basketball Player!  
Congratulations to 

this week’s 
St. Wendelin School 

Student of the Week,
DEREK RICCIARDELLA!

This week’s Virtue is: 
Gratitude

 Gratitude is showing
appreciation and 
being thankful for 

someone or something.  

    Reference: Psalm 40
    Gratitude and Prayer for Help

1  A Psalm of David
2  Surely, I wait for the LORD;
    who bends down to me and hears my cry,
3  Draws me up from the pit of destruction,
    out of the muddy clay,
    Sets my feet upon rock, steadies my steps,
4  And puts a new song in my mouth,
    a hymn to our God.
    Many shall look on in fear
    and they shall trust in the LORD.
5  Blessed the man who sets
    his security in the LORD,
    who turns not to the arrogant
    or to those who stray after falsehood.

School & Religious Education

To determine the status of 
the PTG’s Spring Fundraisers, 
check the St. Wendelin School 
website at https://www.
stwendelinschool.com/
Information on the following 
events will be listed: 

• Good Friday Fish Dinner 
        on April 10

• Deer Classic at Happy 
Hunters on April 25

• Hanging Flower Basket 
        Pre-orders in April

• Family Fun Bingo on 
        April 17 and May 29

• 50/50 Raffle Drawing on 
April 29 and May 20

A
New Song 

in my 
mouth...

Monday:
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11

Tuesday: 
Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30

 Wednesday: 
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56; Jn 8:31-42

Thursday:  
Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59

Friday: 
Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42

Saturday: 
Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13; Jn 11:45-56

Sunday: 
Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;

Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14-27:66 [27:11-54]

March 30
through
April 5 Sympathy is extended to the families of

Robert Dominick Zanella
who was laid to rest on March 25, 2020

from Mater Dolorosa Parish
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him. 

May he rest in peace.

Tiffany Cecelia Desmond
who passed on March 14, 2020

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon her. 

May she rest in peace.



This page for production only 
please remove to print.

Requests for 947100 for 3/29/20:

200 copies - not 900

number of pages is 4 not 8

Questions?
Gina at
724-287-0820
or
724-991-7967
or
stwendelinbulletin@gmail.com

Thanks! Stay safe and healthy.


